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Cori®t Brooks

A 27-year-old MCOM and journalism
major. Loves listening to podcasts like “The
Joe Budden Podcast” and “Dungeons and
Daddies”” Father of four trying to jump into
the world of storytelling.

e Colombo

A 25-year-old journalism major who dreams
of writing for Cosmo Magazine someday. But
before that day comes, she would love to cover
anything baseball-related!

Wa/&ay&o %/afw

A journalism major pursuing a career in
theater through her passion for writing.
Loves cats, alternative rock and hipster craft
cocktails.

hdats Ko
A journalism major who is almost in his last
semester at Grossmont College.

Aspiring investigative or travel journalist who
enjoys giving her audience information and
entertainment. Born and raised in San Diego,
but excited to travel the world!

Joseph Soleido

United States Army Veteran and current
student at Grossmont College pursuing

a degree in journalism. Interns with NFL
Network and hopes to one day be an on-air
analyst.

The staff of The Summit is enrolled in an academic media news production course. A
main function of The Summit is to provide a professional learning experience for students
of any major classification who express an interest in journalism. To serve this function,
The Summit is entirely student-run. Student editors are responsible for all editorial
decisions, content and editing. The instructor/ adviser is available for training, guidance
and advice, but has no control over the content or editing of the newspaper. Prior review
is not exercised. These guidelines have been established to protect the First Amendment
freedoms guaranteed to the student press, as well as a guarantee of valuable learning
experience in all aspects of newspaper management for the students. Please direct all
inquiries, comments and letters to the editor to summit@gcccd.edu.

hey say that it is always darkest before the

dawn. While were not out of the woods

yet, it’s getting easier to see familiar things
falling into place, like a sun rising just above the
horizon. Here at The Summit, we are excited to
bring our stories back to print after a year and
a half of working exclusively online. Having
our first print issue celebrate the school’s 60th
anniversary seems to fit the bill perfectly.

This is my first semester being a part of The
Summit, and I'm honored to be working as
editor. I have learned so much since August, and
have loved returning to campus to work on the
paper. As the writer for Arts & Entertainment, it
has brought me so much joy to see Grossmont’s
art departments opening up. From productions
in theater and dance to art exhibits in the new
PVAC, our school is slowly becoming its old
familiar self again.

Happy 60th anniversary, Grossmont. We're all
happy to be here celebrating with you.

Makayla Hoppe, Editor-in-Chief
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RETURN

After almost two years away, students will fully return for classes.
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person to online during the COVID-19 pandemic brought

adverse educational changes and health consequences
for college students for the first time in Grossmont’s 60 years of
operation.

As the virus affected all parts of life, it also brought negative
effects on enrollment and registration of students. According to
the admissions department, before the coronavirus shutdown,
20,000 students enrolled in Grossmont College each semester
around the country and worldwide, but the amount decreased
significantly during the pandemic.

As COVID-19 began to get under control when the vaccination
became available to all adults, educational institutions hoped to
get back to in-person classes, and Grossmont's plan strives to do
just that.

Fall 2021 was the first semester some classes started in-person
since classes went fully online in March 2020 due to COVID-19.
Grossmont plans to return to full on-campus operations in the
spring semester.

Denise Whisenhunt, who has been president of Grossmont
since July, explained in a Zoom meeting that the college campus
will be ready in spring for students to attend.

At Grossmont College, the transition of classes from in-
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“Just the incredible efforts of our faculty, our student services,
our instructional hands and administrative services,” Whisenhunt
said. “Our leadership teams are really making sure that you get as
many students as we can ready to come to the institution”

She added she will do her best to prepare facilities for students
to come back to campus.

“Our leadership teams are
really making sure that you
get as many students as
we can ready to come to
the institution.” e peaient

College President

Whisenhunt said all students interested in learning on campus -
as well as some second-year students who have not seen it — now
have the opportunity to come and attend classes in-person.



Bill McGreevy, vice president of Administrative Services,
said the campus purchased a significant amount of cleaning
supplies, including cleaners, disinfectants and wall-mounted
hand-sanitizers. There are also spaces modified for social
distancing and plans to expand spaces in Gizmos Kitchen,
along with resources for basic needs, to meet student
need. McGreevy notes that many departments, including
maintenance and engineering, have been working toward a
full reopening.

“We’re slowly bringing things
back to life on campus.”

I Dr. Marshall Fulbright,
VP of Academic Services

Dr. Marshall Fulbright, vice president of Academic Affairs,
said he is looking for all possibilities to guide the student on
a path to be more successful. He added those working on-
campus will engage with students in order to connect them
with faculty, staff and administrators, and to help them get to
their goals.

Fulbright said all efforts are being made for the upcoming
spring semester and next academic year in order to bring
students and staff back to the campus.

“We’re slowly bringing things back to life on campus besides
our instruction and some of our other activities as well,”
Fulbright said.

Dr. Marsha Gable, vice president of Student Services,
explained the conditions and said that masks are mandated
for the spring, resolving much of the social distancing
requirements. Students must wear a mask when on campus,
and if someone forgets, they can ask for one, as Grossmont
has a lot of them.

The key will be for students and staft to stay vigilant in
wearing their masks.

“We have seen a number of students and employees on
campus that have not been masked when they're in spaces
that are shared with others,” Gable said. “It’s just a reminder
to make sure youre masking up unless youre in your own
office with the door closed”

Gable added that students who are not fully vaccinated or
those with exemption will have to have a weekly COVID test.
If they forget, the students will be dropped from their courses.

Gable said counseling is available in-person for students on
the second floor of the LTRC, “because counselor offices are
too small for distance” Meetings will be by appointment. M

For the most up-to-date info E
on the return to campusand -

health and safety measures,
visit grossmont.edu/covid19
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EXPLORE THE HISTORY BEHIND

GROSSMONT COLLEGE.

STORY, PICTURES AND LAYOUT BY JACQUELINE COLOMBO

rossmont College is coming up
G on its 60th anniversary, and if
you think nothing has changed
since 1961, you might want to read this.

Grossmont has changed a lot since the
’60s, but how did the college get started?

Grossmont, like other places in the
area, got its name from the silent film
actor and producer William J. Gross.

The campus was not always located
in El Cajon, nor was it always located
on a college campus. On Sept. 11, 1961,
students attending the college were taking
classes at Monte Vista High School in
Spring Valley because the college campus
had not been built yet. Classes began
taking place on Sept. 14, 1964.

“They had a parade that went from
Monte Vista High School to the college,
said Grossmont Librarian Nadra Farina-
Hess. “It was a huge celebration; it was
the first community college in the area.
I wish I could have been there”

The college campus has expanded a lot
over the years. It used to just be a single
one-story building, and now it spans
135 acres.

“I had taught at three different colleges
in Hawaii and San Diego and could tell
Grossmont was the most focused on
academics, so this is where I wanted
to stay, Janice Bellinghiere, an English
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instructor who began teaching at Grossmont
in 1997, said in an email.

“We had several Latinx from families who
had immigrated from different countries
including Puerto Rico and Mexico,
Bellinghiere continued. “Our instructors
also included LGBT, Vietnam veterans and a
Middle Easterner who spoke English, Arabic
and Aramaic, not to mention our female dean
and Mexican president.”

Grossmont always knew how to be creative
and have fun. Normally, yearbooks stop after
high school, however, the staff decided to
continue with them, but with a twist. The
school used to have yearbooks for the faculty
only. While that did not continue, hopefully,
when the campus is fully open again, the
yearbook can return with the rest of the staff.

Another fun fact is that back then you could
receive your grades in quite a few different
ways, including over the phone. Yes, that is
correct. Now we all just log in to Canvas and
check them on there.

Grossmont College has had a successful
run and is only going to continue being
successful. Happy 60th, Grossmont. You have
accomplished so much. M

“It was a huge celebration;
it was the first community

college in the area.

77 Nadra Farina-Hess,
Grossmont Librarian
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Grossmont’s student newspaper
has changed throughout the decades.

STORYARICTURESJANDIFAYOUTBYALIEIANAYRANKIN

Summit hasn’t had a print issue since the campus

was forced to shut down. As we return to our first
print issue since March 2020, it’s a good time to recap
the past 60 years of the school newspaper. What was the
newspaper like 60 years ago, when Grossmont College
was first established?

Fun fact, Grossmont’s newspaper was not always called
The Summit. It was first known as The
Weekly G. According to the school’s library
archives, the first available copy of The
Weekly G was published Sept. 11, 1963.
Although the college was established in
1960, it was not on this specific campus
until 1963. This could be one reason there
are no copies of the newspaper from the
first two years, if the publication existed
when the institution was founded.

Unlike today, The Weekly G’s print issue would come out
weekly, with its second published copy coming out Sept. 18,
1963. You know, because it’s called “The ‘Weekly’ G.” These
prints came out in black and white large copies, which looks
similar to any classic newspaper. The college newspaper
had a “Letters to the Editor” section in each issue. These
were mostly opinionated, but back in 1960 they were more
passive-aggressive, unlike today’s internet comments.

For example, Ernie Foucault wrote this in a 1963
letter to the editor: “For a college, I am disappointed in

@ ue to the pandemic caused by COVID-19, The

Grossmont. To be blunt, the bands are pretty bad.”

No matter how aggressive or rude, the letters to the
editor did not hold back.

On Oct. 7, 1992, the last and final copy of The Weekly
G would be published. Throughout the years of the
publication, there were many changes, but there were many
similarities between the first published copy to the last. The
copies were still large and resembled a traditional, black-

“For a college, | am disappointed in
Grossmont,” stated Ernie Foucault in an
letter to the editor” written in 1963.
“To be blunt, the bands are pretty bad.”

and-white newspaper. The Weekly G also continued to jump
articles to different pages when it ran out of room.

On the contrary, somewhere between the first copy and
the last, The Weekly G began to include ads into their
print issues. These could include Burger King, Tom’s Subs
and even attorney ads. There was also an appreciation
for pictures. In the last print issue of 1992, there was a
dedicated two pages for a staff writer who took pictures
of all of San Diego’s beaches. These changes proved a
small evolution between the years of The Weekly G.
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The Summit’s first copy arrived on Oct. 14, 1992, only a week
after the last published Weekly G. So, what even was the reason
for the name change? In an article titled “A New Face for The G;
Summit Debuts Today,” the first page of this new print issue had
the answer. Written by Editor-in-Chief Marc Figueroa and Senior
Editor Michael McLarty, it stated: “The main and obvious reason
has to do with professionalism. “The G’ is hardly a name that can be
respected”

In The Summit’s first prints, the staff was listed in a small box at
the bottom. Unlike today’s setup, they had editors for different
subjects such as an opinion editor or news editor. There were also
staff assigned to only the cartoons or the graphics.

The most recent print issue of The Summit came out March 2020,
right before COVID-19 shut down our campus. At this point, there
are rarely any similarities between the copies in 1963 and today,
which are colorful and eye-catching.

With more appreciation shown to designs and pictures, The
Summit no longer looks like a classic newspaper, but more like a
magazine. With QR code technology, you could use your phone to
take a picture, and it would directly take you to an online website.
Unlike the first print, which only had seven broadsheet pages, the
new and improved Summit had around 20 magazine-sized pages.

Although those are all great advancements over the years, the
print issue started to come out monthly instead of weekly during
September 2010.

With our print issues advancing and improving over time, The
Summit staff is thrilled to share our first print issue since COVID-19;
almost as thrilled as celebrating our school’s anniversary. Happy

60th to Grossmont College, its students and its staff! M

ABOVE: First copy of The Weekly G, published
Sept. 11, 1963. BELOW: The last copy of The
Weekly G and the first copy of The Summit.
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Looking into the artistic side of Grossmont’s history.

rossmont College just got a new Performing
G and Visual Arts Center, but what were the arts

like when the school started? Heres a quick
recap of some notable events in the last century.

The 1960s

Construction of The Stagehouse Theatre, which
allowed proper classrooms and spaces for different
areas of theater, began in 1966. The construction
had originally been

Art tﬁrougﬁ 656 Ages

STORY AND LAYOUT BY MAKAYLA HOPPE

department. The first event premiered April 21-25, 1971,
and ran throughout the rest of the ’70s.

On Nov. 13, 1970, the Griffin Gallery caught fire and
destroyed around 300 students’ art projects. Marj Hyde,
gallery founder and head of the art department, lost a
20-year collection, and the fire caused $400,000 worth of
damage. The gallery reopened in 1972.

estimated at $250,000,
but ended up being a
$667,000 project.

The space was fitted with
breakthrough technology
of the time. Theater
performances came from

were known as the Griffin
Players. The first official
“stage” for the theater
actually existed in the
planned backstage area,
with hopes the full stage
would be built soon after.
The first two productions
in the new space were
Shakespeare’s Harmlet and
Who’s Afraid of Virginia
Woolf? by Edward Albee.
The official opening date
for the Stagehouse was
Sept. 25, 1967.

THE G

The Arts at
a club, and the trqupe Grossmont C()llege

NIRRT oy Som 1977 to only $3,000 in 1981.

Marj Hyde passed away
on Jan 3, 1987, and the art
gallery was officially named
after her on Jan. 20, 1988.
Fall 1989 marked the first
semester Grossmont College
offered an associate degree in
both theatre arts and dance.

THE 1990s

On Nov. 21, 1990, an
open forum took place
on campus  discussing
government censorship in
the arts. Grossmont and
thousands of other schools
receive arts funding from
The National Endowment
of the Arts. The forum
discussed the possibility of
the government censoring

The 1970s

Grossmont was home to an annual Renaissance
fair throughout the 1970s. Jay Richen, dean of
arts and sciences, spearheaded the project and
included committees of teachers and students. The
fair featured contributions from The Old Globe, as
% well as lots of input from the drama
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lssue from April 28, 2012 the work of students if they
are the ones supplying the

funding for it.
The Stagehouse Theatre finally received the funding
to build a proper stage and theater. The project was
approved by voters in 1992 to begin a $1.3 million
renovation. Construction began on Oct. 12, 1994, and

officially opened on Aug. 28, 1995. M \{

The 1980s
The art gallery had its
budget cut from $13,000 in
i
g
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FROM THE ARCHIVES...
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Registration Woes
ABOVE: Students wait in line to
register for classes in the 1960s.
LEFT: Students used to find open
classes on printed lists.

Books and

Computers

RIGHT: Students work
on new computers.
BELOW: Grossmont
president stands
behind a wall of
books placed by
demonstrators
supporting a new
Learning Resource
Center.

Finals Party

The ASGC promotes
a party banned by
administration.

Margarer Surahia
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Some Things Never Change

Lack of campus parking and increasing gas prices
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Meet
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Grossmont
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A 2010

Through the

Years
See page 8 for

more details
about the history
of the college’s
newspaper.






